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England with Dale in 1616, Virginia was regarded as a settled 
plantation; his services in Virginia prior to 1616 were acknowl- 
edged and rewarded by the managers of the business, and 
although ' he fell into the snare of the fowler, ' he continued to 
devote his life to Virginia, and his dust is mingled with her 
sacred soil, and for these reasons, although his political changes 
make his case a hard One to deal with fairly, I do not believe 
that he should be " viewed with the critic's eye." 

The charges made against him in the Oxford Tract, published 
in 1612, when he was serving as an official under the company 
in Virginia, are either modified, or not made, in the history 
licensed by the crown in 1624, and, of course, he is not assailed 
in that history for his acts after 1617. 

I have written this article because the proper understanding of 
Martin's case is of great historic importance, and I was not as 
familiar with the political aspects of the great reform movement 
which gave birth to this nation when I wrote the sketch of him 
given in " The Genesis of the United States " (Vol. II, pp. 943, 
944) as I am now. 

Alexander Brown. 



Papers Relating to the Administration of Governor Nich- 
olson and to the Founding of VS^illiam 
and Mary College. 

(CONTINUED.) 

[The captions of these papers in square brackets have been 
added by the Editoi*. Additions by Nicholson have been placed 
in quotations.] 

[Blair to Nicholson.] 

Midle Plantation, May ye 8th, 1695. 
May it please your Excellency, we have been taken up three 
days at James Town ab* ye College business w"" now looks w'" 
as bad an appearance as ever; CoUo. Ludwell [Philip Ludwell, 
Sr.] seeing how matters are like to be governed, will not be per- 
swaded on any Acc't to undertake ye work. The reason he 
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gives out Publickly is his age & unwillingness to leave his son 
entangled; But he sticks not to say among his Friends, yt he 
sees no possibility of carrying it on in this Govern" time. By 
a Lett' w"" conies by Perry you will have all ye news of ye As- 
sembly wch. proves daily worse and worse. The Govern' & 
such of ye Councill as are of our Society ever since that awak- 
ening Dialogue upon w'^ I was suspended ' have appeared very 
forward & zealous to promote ye College business. What is 
under it cannot tell, Except it be to gett something represented 
home at this time to that purpose; It is whispered that Coll" 
Byrd is design'd home as from ye Govern' & Councill & House 
of Burgesses if they can carry it there to represent the true 
Estate of ye Countrey. The business of ye Land w" Mr. 
Mings* is referred to ye next Gen" Court with a Design to 
compromise the matter, leaving him 2,000 acres out of his 6,000. 
This was transacted after I was out of Town chiefly by Col'° 
Hartwell's advice, for the Govern' nor none of the other Gov- 
ern" of ye College would set in it, & it seems they were afraid 
to venture it in ye hands of the rest, that they took to be none 
of their Friends. B. H. [Benjamin Harrison] ' intends to wait 
on your Excell"' at St. Mary's about the latter end of this month, 
& I suppose w"" him Mr. Philipp Ludwell, who is going for Eng- 
land. The members of Cbuncell that were present when I was 
suspended were Mr. Secretary Wormeley, ' Coll°. Byrd, ' Coll". 
Wormley,' Coll'. Hill, f Coll'. Jennings,^ & Coll". Harwell 
[Hartwell]. The Govern' has told me that he has suspended me, 
but I was not called to hear any sentence pronounced, nor can 
I hitherto procure a Copy of the Suspension tho' I have very 



•James Minge, clerk of James City county. For notes on the Minge 
family, see this Magazine, III, 159. 

t Colonel Edward Hill, the second, of "Shirley." For his defence 
against charges of illegal and arbitrary conduct during Bacon's Rebel- 
lion, see this Magazine, January, April and July, 1896, and for a sketch 
of his life, and a notice of the Hill family, III, 156, &c. 

t Edmund Jennings, Attorney-General, Secretary of State, member 
and President of the Council, and acting-Governor. See this Maga- 
zine, VI, 399. 
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often called for it from Mr. Shurlock,* who still pretends to be 
so very busy that he has not had time to Draw it out: I believe 
I must complain to the Governour & Council before I have it: 
We are to have a Gen" meeting of the Governours of ye College 
at the Audit, but what Day that will be is not yet Certain; it is 
supposed ab't ye loth of June; I will endeavour to acquaint 
your Ex°' of ye Particular Day so soon as I know it, hoping you 
will be there, for truly it is a Dangerous thing now to have a 
Gen" meeting without you. The Govern' Councill, Atturney 
Gen" and comonly Mr. Park being of one side, there are lett" 
drawn to ye Arch Bp. of Canterbury ye Bp. of London and the 
Comm" of the Customes, but before they were ready we had not 
a number and so they were not signed. Tis Designed that some 
Encomium should be put in them of ye Governours Encour- 
agement of ye College if we do not prevent it. Mr. F. [Rev. 
Mr. Fouace] continues firm in his resolution of going to Eng- 
land, w"' for my part can by no means think proper for me at 
this time for many good reasons, w"" I will communicate to your 
Excell"^ at meeting, but for your satisfaction will hint at a few of 
them. 

1. If the College should suffer in my absence I might be 
blamed. 

2. If I went w^out leave of ye Govern" of ye College, I might 
be suspended from my President's Place for non-residence. 

3. My Parish would likewise be disposed of 

4. It would not be Decent for one of my Function to be so 
impatient, Ambitious or Pragmatical as to run home to com- 
plain of such a small injury. 

5. If his business is not done by writing, I hope I may be 
called home, w'" will look a great deal better. 

I submitt these reasons to your Excell"" consideration, &c. 

I have payed your account to Maj. Wilson, w'* came to four 
pounds five shillings & delivered yoijr Tokens to him & H. 
Batts. 

This morning Collo. Jennings has proffered himself to under- 
take the building, & has till tomorrow fornight to consider of it. 

If I have any more Letters pray send them to Mr. Fouace, 

*James Shurlock, or Sherlock, clerk of the Council. 
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for this came by a foolish fellow that blabbed it out before all 
the boys. 

[Sarah Harrison's Promise of Marriage.] 

"These are to Certifye all persons in ye World, that I, Sarah 
Harrison, Daughter of Mr. Benja. Harrison, do & am fully re- 
solved & by these presents do oblige myself (& cordially prom- 
ise) to Wm. Roscow' never to marry or to contract Marriage 
with any Man (during his life) only himself to confirm these 
presents. I the abovesaid Sarah Harrison do call the Almighty 
God to witness & so help me God. Amen. 

"Sarah Harrison." 

Test: Aprull ye 28, 1687. 



[Marriage of Dr. Blair and Sarah Harrison.] 

"Memorandum, when Mr. James Blair was married to Mrs. 
Sarah Harrison, it was done by one Mr. Smith, when she was 
to say. Obey, She said No obey, upon w"" He refused to pro- 
ceed & the second time she said No Obey & then he refused 
again to proceed. The third time she said No Obey ; yet the 
s" Mr. Smith went on with the rest of the ceremony. ' ' 



[The next paper in the manuscript is the " Further Affidavit" 
of Dr. Blair against Nicholson, dated May ist, 1703, which has 
been printed in Perry's Collections, 131-138. Other memorials 
by Blair against Nicholson, are printed in the same work, 75-80 
and 93-112.] 

[Answer of John Thrale in Behalf of Nicholson.] 
The Answer* of Mr. John Thrale, Agent, to his Excellency 



*On May 17, 1704, Philip Ludwell and Rev. Stephen Fouace pre- 
sented to the Lords of Trade and Plantations, a reply toThrale's "An- 
swer." This document, 21 pages in length, is in the British Public 
Record Office, but has never been copied. The contest in England, 
bringing in a large number of affidavits, charges and counter charges, 
went on for some time, until the authorities referred all of the papers to 
Nicholson, in Virginia, for his answer. It is evident, however, that 
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Francis Nicholson, Esq., her Majesties Lieutenant and Gover- 
nor General of Virginia, for and on behalf of the said Gov- 
ernor, to the memorial * exhibited against the said Governor in 
the names of J. Lightfoot, Mathew Page, Benjamin Harrison, 
Robert Carter, James Blair and Philip Ludwell. 

The Respondent, John Thrale, having had a Copy of the said 
memorial, and being unwHling that the Governor should lye 
under such false and scandalous expressions as the same is stuffed 
with, and being able, as he hopes, by the testimony of witnesses 
now in London of undoubted credit to prove the truth of this 
his answer in behalf of the said Governor which contains an an- 
swer to many of them, they being conceived in general terms 
without mention of persons, times or places. 

This Respondent beggs leave to answer the same Paragraph 
by Paragraph in the same method as charged in the memoriall 
and doth humbly rely upon your Lordshipps Justice that if this 
his answer shall in anything seem short or defective it may be at- 
tributed to this Respondents ignorance of the particular Trans- 
action in that country and no way reflect upon the Justice of the 
Governor's cause. 

The Complainants in their Preamble are pleased to say that 
they would pass over a vast number of instances of the Gover- 
nor's Injustice, oppression and insolence, but in this point they 
will hardly gain credit with your Lordships since they have mali- 
tiously endeavored to expose him for his personall faults, which 
have no relation to the publick. 

In answer to the charge against him for his Behavior to the 
Council. To the first article concerning Injustice, that the Gov- 
ernor hath done no more therein than former Governors used to 
do, and that it is in the power of the Governor to remove justices 
of the peace, if he sees cause, and put others in their Roome, 
and had they been named, who are alleged to have been re- 
strong influence was t>eing exerted against him at Court, for on April 
5, 1 70s, before he could reply (as one of his friends in England com- 
plained) Secretary Hedg€§ informed the Lords of Trade and Planta- 
tions that the Queen had decided to recall him and appoint Major Ed- 
ward Nott, Governor in his place. 

*This memorial from members of the Council was printed in this 
Magazine, III, 373, &c. 
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moved without cause some answer might have been given, nor 
doth it appear that what hath been is to the dissatisfaction of any 
one but Mr. Blair, or the endangering of the Peace of the Coun- 
try, if Mr. Blair doth not endeaver to embroil it. 

Whether all the sheriffs have of late been nominated with- 
out the advice of the Council this Respondent cannot say, but 
if they were the Governor is justifiable in such nomination by 
his Instruction now remaining before your Lordshipps. 

The same answer is to be given [as] to Colonels and other 
officers of the militia. 

As to the naval officers, none being named, it is impossible to 
give a direct answer. But this Respondent said it doth not (and 
believes it cannot) be made appear that any such thing was done 
by the Governor without advice of the Council. 

There never were any Proclamations issued in her Majesties 
name without advice of the Councill, but orders may have been 
so issued and the Governor is justifiable in so doing. 

Precepts and warrants have been drawn upon the Receiver 
Generall (as hath been a long time accustomed) without advice 
of the Council for salaries and other certain established charges, 
but for contingent charges never such did issue without such 
advice. 

The accounts are not passed or examined by the Governor 
but the same doth belong to the Auditor, so that if there be any 
mistake or irregularity therein (which doth not appear) the Aud- 
itor ought to answer for the same. 

That the Council have never since the year 1674 or 1675 taken 
upon them the nomination of an Agent; but did then establish 
an allowance of loO;^ ^ ann. on the Governor to defray the 
charge of Agency, and the Agents have been ever since nomi- 
nated by the Governor, and the charge of 100^ is not much 
more than one-fourth part of what was expended in service be- 
fore that establishment was made. 

As to rules of Limittation prescribed to and the Restraints 
laid upon Surveyors, the same being a matter now lying before 
your Lordshipps upon a Representation from the Governor, I 
shall say nothing, but submit the same to your Lordshipps de- 
termination. 

As to the charge of putting things upon Record without ad- 
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vice in Council no answer can be given, the charge being so 
generall. Nor doth this Respondent conceive that the advice 
of the Council can be any way necessary to determine what ought 
to be matter of record and what not. 

That the Governor alone without advice of Council halh 
recomended persons home [i. e., at "home" — in England] as 
fit persons to be put into the Council the Respondent believes is 
true, it being agreeable to the nature of the thing and pursuant 
to his instructions. But the Governor hath great reason to re- 
pent the excu* of that authority in recommending Mr. Blair as 
such, even against the opinion of severall of the Council, to 
whom he did communicate such his intention. 

The Removall of Clerks of County Courts is solely in the 
Secretary, and till the Clerks removed be named it is impossi- 
ble to answer whether done by interposition of the Governor, 
altho' if it should appear to be so, he doth not see what crime 
that could be made to the Governor. 

2. As to the calling so many general Assemblies and at un- 
seasonable times* of the year, this Respondent saith that it doth 
not appear that the Governor ever called an Assembly without 
the Advice of the Council, nor so much as suggested that he 
did, and there can be no reason to find fault with the frequency 
of them, unless those Gentlemen of the Council who find fault 
with him would have the whole management vested in the 
CounciL 

As to the Governor's making harsh speeches and irritating 
Propositions I find no ground for that charge unless they mean . 
that the desiring an Imposition of 6" per hogshead, and 15 lb. 
Tobacco per pol for putting the Country into a Posture of defense 
and defraying other necessary charges be called an irritating 
Proposition. But this Respondent thinks that the matter is self 
evident that the Governor hath no way provoked the Assembly 
by his management of affairs, both from what the Assembly 
have done there and represented here, and surely if there were 
a misunderstanding between the Governor and Assembly he 



♦The Assembly met during Nicholson's second administration in 
April, 1699, December, 1700, August, 1701, May, 1702, and August, 
1702. 
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would not be so fond of them as to call them together so fre- 
quently as to render their meetings burthensome to the Country 
as the Complainants would insinuate. 

(to be CONTINUED.) 



NOTES. 

' Dr. Blair was appointed a member of the Council in March, 
i693-'4, and sworn in on July i8th. In less than a year he was 
suspended. Governor Andros, writing June 4th, 1695, says: 
" Mr. Commissary Blair, President of the College could not be 
obliged by all endeavours nor contain himself within bonds * *• 
his restless comport I ever passed by, till the whole Council for 
his demeanor before them, faulting him as unfit to be in Coun- 
cil, I thought fit to suspend him from the Council until further 
order." There is said to have been a difficulty between An- 
dros and Blair in regard to Church affairs in Virginia. On No- 
vember 13, 1695, the King made an order that Dr. Blair should be 
at once reinstated, which was done. His enemies, however, were 
not idle, for though a list of members of the Council, dated April 
22d, 1697, includes the name of James Blair, with the addition 
" Intends for England," yet on the 24th of the same month, the 
Council, in a letter to the King, said: " In reference to the acts 
for trade, &c., the Council of opinion that Mr. Commissary 
Blair, who declared himself a Scotchman, conies within, the act 
as is disabled from sitting as a Judge of the General Court," and 
they had, therefore, suspended him from the Council. The 
members signing the letter were Richard Lee, William Byrd, 
Christopher Wormeley, John Lightfoot, Richard Johnson, Chas. 
Scarburgh, Edward Hill, and Edmund Jenings. But in a letter 
written the same day to the Secretary of State, the Duke of 
Shrewsbury, they said that Dr. Blair, producing his Majesty's 
commands, was readmitted. The matter of eligibility seems, 
however, to have remained an open question, for on July 6, 1698, 
the Attorney and Solicitor Generals of England, at the request 
of the Lords of Trade and Plantations, gave their opinions on 
the subject and declared that the fact of being a Scotchman did 
not disable Dr. Blair from being a member of the Council of 
Virginia. About the same date. Colonel Daniel Parke, of the 
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Council, then in London, presented a memorial in opposition to 
Blair having a seat in Council, and on August 24, 1698, the 
Commissary himself appeared before the Board in his own be- 
half. In spite, however, of the favorable opinions of the chief 
law officers of the Crown, the minutes of the Board of Trade 
and Plantations, declare that that body had seen no reason to 
alter the list of Councillors in the new commission which had 
been prepared to accompany instructions to Nicholson at the 
beginning of his second administration, and that list did not 
include Dr. Blair's name. So he was for a time left out of the 
Council. But if his enemies thought he had been finally dis- 
posed of, they reckoned very much without their host. 

'Benjamin Harrison, of "Wakefield," Surry county, second 
of the name, was born September 20, 1645, and died January 30, 
17 1 2-13. He was a member of the House of Burgesses for 
Surry, 1680, and 1682, and of the Council from 1698, until his 
death. His tomb, formerly at Cabin Point Church, but now re- 
moved to Brandon, bears the following inscription : 

"Here lyeth 

the body of the 

Hon. Benjamin Harrison, Esq., 

who did justice, loved mercy, and walked humbly with hisGdd; 

was always loyal to his prince, 

and a great benefactor to his country ; 

He was born in this parish on the 20th of September, 1645, and 

departed this life the 30th day of January, 1712-13." 

From his eldest son, Benjamin, descended the Harrisons of 
"Berkeley," and from the youngest, Nathaniel, the families of 
the name at "Wakefield" and " Brandon." 

'Ralph Wormeley, of " Rosegill," Middlesex county, Va., 
son of Ralph Wormeley, of the same place, who was a mem- 
ber of the Council. The son was born 1650, matriculated at 
Oriel College, Oxford, July 14, 1665; was appointed to the 
Council in 1677, and Secretary of State, February, 1692-3. 
As President of the Council he was acting Governor during 
several absences of Andros in 1693 and 1694. He was one 
of the wealthiest and most influential men in Virginia, and died 
in 1702. By his first marriage with Katherine, widow of Cap- 



284 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

tain Peter Jenings (a member of the Council and Attorney 
General), an only child, by his last marriage, of Sir Thomas 
Lunsford, he had two children, Elizabeth, married 1703 John 
Lomax, and died 1740, and a daughter who married Gawin 
Corbin and d. s. p. By second marriage, February 16, 1689, 
with Elizabeth Armisted, of Gloucester county, he had (i) 
Ralph, d. s. p.; (2) John; (3) Judith, born 1695, married Mann 
Page, of "Rosewell." 

* Colonel William Byrd, of Henrico county, and afterwards of 
" Westover," Charles City county, born 1652, died December 
4th, 1704, was a member of the House of Burgesses; appointed 
to'the Council 1 68 1, appointed Auditor-General December, 1687. 
He married Mary, daughter of Colonel Warham Horsmanden, 
of Charles City county, a member of the Council, formerly of 
Purleigh, Essex, England. 

'Colonel Christopher Wormley, of Middlesex county, ap- 
pointed to the Council in 1683. How he was related to the other 
family of Wormeley in Middlesex, that resident at " Rosegill," 
does not appear. He was a man of prominence and is frequently 
mentioned in the records of the county. In 1667 he was a justice 
of Lancaster (before Middlesex was formed from it), in 1674 a 
justice, and in 168 1 high sheriff of Middlesex. On December 
2d, 1686 he made a conveyance, recorded in Middlesex, to Maxi- 
milian Robinson, which was to be void if his sons William and 
Thomas Wormley conveyed to the said Robinson 1,406 acres 
of land. In April, 1684, the court of Middlesex county gave a 
certificate that Colonel Christopher Wormeley had produced be- 
fore them 166 lbs. of dressed flax fit for the spindle, 13 pecks 
of flaxseed, and 3 pecks of hempseed, "which ye said Coll. 
Wormeley declared on oath it was his own growth or manu- 
facture." This was with a view to a bounty which had been 
offered. 

Colonel Wormley appears from various records to have been 
three times married. First, about 1666, to Frances (died May 
25, 1685), widow of Colonel Anthony Elliott, of the Council, 
and before of Rev. Justinian Aylmer; secondly, to Elizabeth, 
widow of Colonel John Carter, Jr.; and thirdly, to Margaret 
. He had issue, William and Thomas, and a daughter, 
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Judith, bora May 25, 1683, who married (I) Corbin Griffin; (II) 
WiUiam Beverley; (III) Christopher Robinson, of "Hewick," 
Middlesex. 

The will of Christopher Wormeley, of Middlesex, was proved 
in that county, July 7, 1701; legatees, to son, William Worme- 
ley, all the plantation called Pohetan [Powhatan], and 5 negroes, 
and all horses, cattle, household stuff, &c., belonging to the 
said plantation called Pohetan, in James City county. To son, 
Thomas Wormeley, and daughter, Judith Wormeley, all lands 
and plantations in Middlesex, together with the English servants, 
and slaves of all sorts, with all plate, linen, woolen, money in 
England, merchandizing goods, household stuff, horses, cattle, 
sheep, hogs, plows, carts, cart-wheels, or any manner of work- 
ing tools; the utensils belonging to the kitchen and dairy; said 
goods to be equally divided and used during the lives of said 
son and daughter, and profits of lands also equally divided, and 
if said son Thos. dies without issue, all his estate to revert to 
said daughter. And in case she then dies without issue, to son, 
William. His desire is to be buried in his own garden betwixt 
his first wife, Frances, and "my last wife," Margaret, and that 
place to be walled in. To friend, Wm. Churchill, 40 shillings 
for a ring. To son, William Wormely, ;^50 sterling to buy two 
negroes. Son Thomas and daughter Judith, executors, and 
friend, Wm. Churchill, desired to assist them. 

* William Roscow, or Roscoe, of Blunt Point, Warwick Co., 
died in 1700. On his tomb at Blunt Point, are the following 
arms and epitaph: 

[Arms; not described in any heraldic work accessible; but 
containing a lion rampant and a ragged staff; crest: a hand hold- 
ing a dagger.] 

"Vnder this stone lyeth the Body of 

William Roscow, Gentleman, who 

was Borne at Chorley, in the County 

of Lancashire, the 30th day of November 

Anno Dom: 1664, 

and Departed this life at Blunt Point, 

in ye County of Warwick, the 2d day of 

November Anno Dom: 1700, 
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And in the 36th year of his Age; 
Also here lyes the Body of Mary, wife 

of the above William Roscow, 

and Daughter of Col. Wm. Wilson, 

of EHzabeth City County, who was 

Born in October, 1675. 

And dyed Jan. the nth, 1741, in the 67th 

Year of her age. ' ' 

William' and Mary Roscow had issue: I. James', of Hamp- 
ton, appointed Receiver-General of Virginia, January 22d, 1716; 
apparently died without issue; II. William'; III. Willis', born 
about 1 701, and died under age and without issue. 

William' Roscow, of Blunt Point, sheriff of Warwick 1729, 
and member of the House of Burgesses 1726, and 1736. He 
married Lucy, daughter of Colonel Wm. Bassett, of "Eltham," 
New Kent county, and besides several sons, who died without 
issue, before 1768, had a son, James' Roscow, of Blunt Point, 
J. P. for Warwick, 1769, at whose petition, in 1768, the General 
Assembly docked the entail on a tract called Derby's, 700 
acres, in Warwick. In 1770 he again petitioned the Assembly 
to dock the entail on all his remaining lands, consisting of two 
estates. Blunt Point, and Stanley Hundred, in Warwick county, 
stating he then had no issue. But there were doubtless others 
who had an interest under the entail, and the petition was re- 
jected. It was offered again in 1774, but no action was taken. 



John Paul Jones as a Citizen of Virginia. 



The renewed interest in the history of our navy, excited by 
the victories of the war with Spain, called forth .several interest- 
ing papers on that most notable naval officer of the Revolution, 
John Paul Jones, and public attention has been recently directed 
towards him by the report that his long-forgotten burial place in 
Paris had been discovered. The main incidents of his career 
are, of course, well known, including the fact that he came to 



